
Electrical Employer Registration



Bio

Steve Dudley
• Started in 1987 as a lineman

• 1991-2003 Commercial, industrial as a construction electrician

• 2003-2010 Commercial, industrial, residential, agricultural as an electrical 
contractor 

• 2010-2012 Responsible master for a correctional facility

• 2012-Present Electrical Representative DLI
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Role of DLI/ CCLD/ Electrical

Electrical Inspections:

• Typically 100,000+ permits filed 
annually

• Typically 150,000+ electrical inspections 
annually
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Role of DLI/ CCLD/ Electrical

Electrical Licensing: 

• 2,500+ Electrical Contractors

• 1,000+ Technology System Contractors 

• 6,000+ Master electrician licenses

• 10,000+ Journeyworker Licenses

• 5,000+ Power Limited Technician Licenses

• 15,000+ Registered Unlicensed Individuals

• …in addition to hundreds of licenses in several other 
classifications
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Agenda

• Several Definitions

• Requirements for Licensing and Registration

• Other Registered Employer Requirements

• Questions

The Laws and Rules Regulating Licensing of Electricians and Inspection 
of Electrical Installations.
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Handouts
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Definition of Electrical Work
326B.031 Subd. 17

Installing, altering, repairing, planning, or laying out of electrical wiring, 
apparatus, or equipment for electrical light, heat, power, technology circuits or 
systems, or other purposes
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Examples of Electrical Work
(Non-maintenances)

• Extension of any electrical wiring, whether existing or new

including technology circuit and system wiring

• Installation of wiring for, or connection of, new equipment or apparatus

• Installation or replacement of new conductors in existing raceways 
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Examples of Electrical Work
(Non-maintenances)

• Replacement of damaged wiring methods (raceways, cables, flexible connections, etc.)

• Replacement of existing lighting fixtures with new or repaired units
• Installation of temporary wiring of any type or for any purpose
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Examples of Electrical Work
(Non-maintenances)

• Replacement of any item with an item that is not identical to that being 
replaced
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• Modification of lighting fixtures as 
part of a lighting retrofit project 

• Building automation systems, 
including power limited systems



Direct Supervision is

• Unlicensed individuals are supervised by licensed individuals

• During the entire work day

• Physically present at the location

• Immediately available
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Direct Supervision is

• Licensed individual shall review electrical work before energized

• Licensed individual determines that all electrical work is compliant 

• Employed by the same employer
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Direct Supervision is 

Electronic means does not meet the requirements of physically present and 
immediately available
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Direct Supervision is

Ratio – License to Registered Unlicensed
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Maintaining and repairing electrical wiring, apparatus, 
and equipment (Electrical Maintenance Work)

The adjustment or repair or replacement of worn or defective parts of electrical 
equipment and replacement of defective receptacle outlets and manual switches 
for lighting control
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Examples of Electrical Maintenance

• Replacement of defective receptacle outlets
• Replacement of defective manual lighting switches
of any voltage, phase, system,

or amperage,

with devices having identical
characteristics
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Examples of Electrical Maintenance

• Replacement of motors with a motor having the same characteristics
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• Repair of manual, magnetic, or 
electronic motor controllers that 
are identified as factory 
replacement parts for the specific 
assembly(and subassemblies) 



Electrical Maintenance

• Repair or replacement of defective circuit breakers and switch assemblies in 
switchboards and panelboards with factory parts or replacements that are 
identified by the manufacturer as suitable
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• Repair or replacement of defective 
bus duct switches using factory 
replacement parts or identical 
replacement assemblies



Electrical Maintenance

• Repair of defective lighting fixtures using approved replacement parts

• Bench repair of electrical equipment 
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General Supervision

• Applies to Electrical Registered Employers

• Maintenance work only
• Registered Unlicensed

• No ratio

• Licensed individuals working outside the 
scope of their license?
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Technology Matrix
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Technology Circuits or Systems

Class 2 or 3 Circuits or Systems

• Remote control

• Signaling

• Control

• Alarm

• Associated components 
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Technology Circuits or Systems

• Indoor lighting

• Outdoor landscape lighting

• Antenna and communication circuits or systems
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Technology Circuits or Systems

Is Not process control circuits or systems
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Contractor

• A person who performs or offers to perform any electrical work who is licensed 
as a contractor (with or without compensation)

• Electrical Contractor

• Technology Systems Contractor

A contractors license is a business license
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Responsible Licensed Individual

Contractor
• Licensed Class A Master

• Power Limited Technician

• Designated on the application
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Registered Electrical Employer

• Person, partnership, corporation, or limited liability company

• With one or more employees who perform electrical work on the 
employer's electrical wiring, apparatus, equipment, or facilities 

• Located within the limits of property owned or leased and operated 
and maintained by the employer.
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Responsible Licensed Individual (Employer)

Employee
• Master

• Maintenance and new construction of all 
systems

• Licensed maintenance electrician or 
electrical engineer

• Maintenance of all systems

• Power limited technician
• Maintenance and new construction of 

technology systems 

Contractor
• Electrical contractor

• Maintenance of all systems

• Technology systems contractor
• Maintenance of technology systems
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Responsible Licensed Individual

Responsibilities
• NEC compliant

• Compliant with:
• MN Rule 1315, 3800, 3801

• MN Electrical Act

This includes the renewal of Employer Registration every two years
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Licensed Master Electrician

• Necessary qualifications

• Experience 

• Technical knowledge

• Can perform and supervise, plan and lay out, 
any type of electrical work

• Licensed by the department

• Independent license

8/20/2018 Employer Registration | www.dli.mn.gov 30



Licensed Journeyworker

• Necessary qualifications

• Experience 

• Technical knowledge

• Perform and supervise any type of electrical work

• Licensed by the department

• Except planning and laying out 

• Dependent license
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Power Limited Technician

• Necessary qualifications

• Experience 

• Technical knowledge

• Perform, supervise, plan or lay out 
technology circuits or systems

• Licensed by the department

• Independent license
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Maintenance Electrician

• Necessary qualifications

• Experience 

• Technical knowledge 

• Maintenance work only 

• Licensed or exempt by statute

• Independent license

8/20/2018 Employer Registration | www.dli.mn.gov 33



Types of Maintenance Electricians

1. Licensed Maintenance Electrician

2. Registered Unlicensed individual with the proper 
supervision
• Direct(Electrical Installations)

• General(Electrical Maintenance)
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Unlicensed Individuals

• Must be registered with the department as unlicensed

• RE

• RT

• Direct supervision required?
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Qualifications

• The determination that the registered employees qualifications are adequate, 
is the responsibility of the supervising licensed individual.
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License Requirements

• Employers with employees who perform electrical work or electrical 
maintenance MUST be licensed as an electrical contractor, OR
registered as an electrical employer AND

• ALL employees must be licensed or registered unlicensed AND

• Provided with the proper supervision
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Permit Required

• At or before the start of any “electrical work”, a permit must be filed, 
excluding minor repair work as define by rule.. 
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Inspections 

• All electrical work must be inspected prior to being concealed in any manner:

• Burial

• Insulation

• Encapsulation

• Floor

• Wall

• Ceiling or sheathing
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Inspections

• Electrical maintenance work is exempt from inspection

• Electrical maintenance work is NOT exempt from license law
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Permits/Inspections 

• Electrical work and electrical maintenance or minor repair work must comply 
with the National Electrical Code
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Summary

Electrical Work
Inspection Required

• Installing

• Altering

• Planning or laying out

Electrical Work
Inspection “May Not Be” Required

Maintenance

Minor repair
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Employer Registration

• Employer Registration must be renewed every 
two years 

• Employer Registration expires upon its 
origination date

• Reminder card will be sent 90 – 120 days prior 
to expiration
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Evidence of Compliance

Employer or responsible licensed 
individual may be required to 

provide evidence of compliance
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Notification of Termination

The responsible licensed individual shall immediately notify the department, 
in writing, of termination with that employer 
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Summary

8/20/2018 Employer Registration | www.dli.mn.gov 46

Everyone who performs electrical work MUST be licensed or registered unlicensed, 
and employed by an electrical registered employer
or a licensed electrical contractor, 
unless exempt by statute.

It’s not an option, it’s the law.

This include technology circuits or systems



Questions?
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Thank You!

Steven Dudley

steven.dudley@state.mn.us

507-595-3313
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